
The Sacrament of the Lord ' s supper gives us that 

moments in all our experience when we are most truly the 

people pf God . 

1. Above al l the service is an en- actment of 

the gospel . It is in the least a portr ayal of the fact that 
I I 

God in Christ comes to us , and by his sacrificial death has 

made redempt.ion and reconchtion possibl !=! . 

The· Bible descr ibl!l8 this gospsl , sermons became , 

at times., re:ther lIIor dy about i t . But the Sacrament of the 

Lord ' s supper dramat:1ze8 it . Here we r e - enect the 8ssntial­
. . 

neBS of the gosp~l . . John C.lvine celled the sa~rament 

U The Word made viSib l e" . 

2 . We also DSC.omB most t r uly the peopl~ of God 
. . . 

for by partaking of the elements , : we indicate that we wish 

Christ to dwell in us . At other times we may take ebout 

our faith , W8 may discuss the reality of the indwelling 

Christ •. bl(t here we ac:t out our faith . As we take the 

bread an.d lIIi1'"l8 into our physical bodies , we are indicating 

b" thet 'IIcU·on our w).8h that Christ enter into us . And 
. . 

the seer.amant itse l f: is t he promise of God trat h. ,,111 

enter US •• to ~el.l in our hearts by feith . And we ere 

joined , united , with God. 



3. Not only ara we joined with him •• we 

arB des united in a new and vital way with our fellow 

believers. The New Testament calls this union of 

believers Koinonia or fellowshiO. Here fellowship is 

most reel. We are not just individuals before God, tho 

we are that, we are a community united together before 

God . This is ' the:comi'nunion of saints. 

Not only are we united with those around us in 

this particular place we are united with all the faithful ir 

heaven and earth. ' We , are : ~ot 6impl~ a ' present company 

praising God; we join ' a perpatual cl10rus praising :G od~ 

At otber times wa may speak. of the fellowship of 

Christians, wB ' may participate:in fellowship groups . . 
I 

but here at the table of the Lord . . we act out the 

reality of that fellowship. for in the mystery of the 

sacrament, if for no other reeSon, we have let down the 

masks, have forgotten the grudges, and we feel truly et 

one with one another. 

In these mome~te ~e become truly the people pf. 

God , for we re~enact the gOspel, we accept by faith Christ 

into our lives, and we are united ~tt~ in fellowship with 

the people of God . 

4. That brings us to a concluding thought about 



.3 

the secu'nI!nt. The service underUe. the slgnlflcence of 

everyday lifa. Oftan .e think of 8 holy act of worship 8S 

something removed from everyday life. Not 80 here. 

We bring bread and wine; god's gifts in the firat 

place, the symbols of our earthly toll, and we get "back 

Christ. 

God hu al•• y6 UlSed common things as chanfl8ls of 

his revelation. The act of .ating makes Ch~i8t more r8.1 

then 8 shined g1898 .lnde.. 'The Bct of dr'inking cen meke 

God IIIore real then. fifty: voiced robed ch(f1r. Tl1au is noth: 

nothing to ordine~y to be used by him. All life is sacred 

end holy. 


